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The following survey was carried out in April 2010

Number of Downe U3A Respondents in survey: 38 = 100%

Nationality Home country of Respondents
Irish 34% N.Irish 32% British 29% Ireland 13% N Ireland 68% Britain 3%
Age range 60-74 61% 75+ 24% Status: Retired 100%

1. How strongly do you feel connected to Europe?

Little 53% Neutral 18% Strongly 21%

2 How much do you feel as a European?

Little 50% Neutral 13% Strongly 26%

3 How much did you feel as a European Citizen 30 years ago?

Little 76% Neutral 3% Strongly 16%

4 How important is it to you to be a citizen of the EU?

Little Importance 29% Neutral Important 45%

5. How many European countries have you already visited

At least three 66% More than five 92%



What was your experience?

Negative Neutral 16% Positive 84%

6. Please select for every item about Europe:

EU common politics Not important 32% Important 61%
EURO currency Not important  34% Important 61%
Cultural values Not important 18% Important 74%

7. Would you like / have liked to live / work somewhere else in Europe?

No 42% Yes 55%

8. What do you think about the influence of EU-membership on your personal life?

Negative 37% Neutral 24% Positive 39%

9. Do you think that a single person can exert influence on European development?

Yes 26% No 74%

10. Does the expression “European identity” mean anything to you?

Yes 42% No 50%
Comments:

We need to become part of a larger Community / Because of the Common Heritage we,
as Europeans, share/ |1 come from an Island Race English / We have more in common
with Europe/ Helping us to be less insular/ Factors, which identify you with Europe,
economic, cultural & political/ Suggests geographical, cultural & political links/
European identity is rather meaningless/ | have never been identified as European in non-
European countries/ Political, economic & social stability/ Yes because of Ireland’s deep
historical connections with Europe, reinforced by travel & personal contacts/ European
Identity is a contrived political idea/ Badly worded question/ There is nothing to
encourage me to be interested in having European ldentity/ No sense of cultural
ownership as an entity/ European Community has become too large/ No to thine own self
be true & it follows/ | find Europeans share cultural characteristics & intertwined
histories/ Common values across the EU/ Better to be part of a greater union with all the
associated cultural & financial benefits.

11. Have you ever been involved in any form of European Project?

Yes 32% No 68%



